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JF| ^1 _                   regarded herself as their natural patron and protector.  In I 877
the world was ringing with the story of massacres and atroci*^ in Bulgaria;  and after the other Powers had tried in vair^ impose reforms on the Sultan, she resolved to act single " and declared war on Turkey.
This imposed a still greater strain upon
League.  Russia had previously obtained the consent of Aust*^-a> a            but when finally, after an exhausting struggle, she had T   ~~
at her mercy and proposed to wind Ujg the war with the < 4                     Treaty of San Stefano, the Austrian^ declared the con<
proposed to be contrary to their agreement, and joined . f|                    in threats and protests with Great Britain, which also sav^
||                     menace to her interests in the Mediterranean and the
(hi                     East in the "big Bulgaria" which Russia desired to
i|'*                     and the occupation of Constantinople at which she was
'\*                       ently aiming.   The "integrity of the Ottoman Empire,"   i*1
,$!'                       so far as it prevented the spread of Russian at the expense   of
j[ I                       Austrian or British interests in the Near East and ensured t:lae
11                       closing of the Bosphorus and Dardanelles to Russian war-ship s>
I;'                       was in those days supposed to be a common interest of Austriria
i                                                        11                         111*
; f                       and Great Britain, the one being concerned to check Russia*1
X{                       influence in the Balkans, the other to protect her road to India
^|                       and her naval ascendancy in the Mediterranean from challen-ge
Vj                    . by the Power which was thought to be her chief rival.  Russia,
jft            ' %-.. therefore, found herself brought to a standstill at the gates   of
||                       Constantinople.
The Berlin Congress and its Results
All through the spring of 1878 Europe was threatened with a war which, whatever other results it might have ha-d, must have been fatal to the German policy of uniting ttte Three Emperors for the isolation of France, fn England, Mr. Gladstone raised his powerful voice against the policy of bolstering up Turkey and perpetuating Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
